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The Sou'Wester Coin Club of Nova 
Scotia issued the wooden nickel, shown here, 


n 
to mark the 1995 lobster festival, held annually 43 A! 
in Shelburne County, on the coast of Nova 1993 ¥ of 


yy 
a \a 
Scotia. CN cs fy eG fe, SOUVENIR so 
The obverse, in black, features the club Se” eluant eh 
logo, aright facing bust wearing a Sou'Wester. 
The reverse design, in red, was picked to 
coincide with the club's spring show which was 
held in conjunction with the county's lobsterfest celebrations held the first 
3) weekend in June. The design, a lobster, marks the county's recent designation as 
the lobster capital of Canada. 
One hundred woods were printed by Universal Signs of Fredericton, New 
Brunswick. Mr. Doug Shand, president of the club, informs me that all one 
hundred have now been sold out. 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS: JohnCurtis 100 Millside Dr. Unit 1008 Milton, Ont., 
Can. L9T 5E2. 
Wm. J. Gordon 427 Tamarack Dr., Waterloo, Ont., 
Can. N2L 4G9. 
Ian Hunter 543 Winterbourne Cres., S.E. Calgary, Alta., 
Can. T2J 1M1. 
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THE STRATFORD COIN CLUB 
33rd AnnuG 


COIN SHOW 


, Octobe: 29, 1995 
9:30 am. to 4:30 p.m. 


MUNITY CENTRE 
Ca ee uve, Swattford 
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IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO ADVERTISE !UUU!! 


PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THE 


1996 ONA SOcIATI 


CONVENTION 


APRIL ti J 
1996 


YOUR HOST: 
S.0.C. OF C.A.W.M.C. 


R.P.O. BOX 77575, HOLIDAY INN YORKDALE 


592 SHEPPARD AVE., W. 
DOWNSVIEW, ONT. CANADA, 
M3H 6A7 
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CAWMC OFFICERS 
President: LOU VESH 
Vice President: ALBERT KASMAN 


Secretary-Treasurer: AL MUNRO 
Past president and 
Chairman of the 
Board of Governors: PAT WHITE 
Elected Menmbers of 
the Board of Governors: 
NORM BELSTEN, RUSS BROWN, red 
DAVE GILLESPIE, DON ROBB, 
BARRY UMAN, BASIL LATHAM. 


APPOINTED OFFICERS 
Editor: ROSS KINGDON 
Membership Chairman: RON ZELK 
Fund Raiser: GARRY BRAUNWARTH 


Auction Coordinator: AL MUNRO 
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DUES: Membership dues in the Canadian Association 
of Wooden Money Collectors is $10.00 per calendar year 
and should be forwarded to our Membership Chairman 
- Ron Zelk at R.P.O. Box 77575, 592 Sheppard Ave. W., 
Downsview, Ont. Canada, M3H 6A7. 
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LOCATION 


3450 Dufferin Street, North York, Ont. 


For Reservations call 1-800-HOLIDAY 


FREE WOOD OF THE MONTH 
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Our free wood submission for 
this month was sent in by Aloma and 
Richard Blaylock of North Ogden, 
Utah. Five hundred of these woods 
were made to recognize the occasion of 
the wedding of their son, John, to Heidi 
Bednarnik on June 23, 1995. The 
wedding took place in Manti, Utah, in 
the temple pictured on the wood.The 
colour of the wood is red both sides. 
Many thanks to the Blaylocks for this 
donation. 
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MYVOGDEN NICKELS WHOICEE AR fiivicintelcittscecesstoretiesavtecpass by Lou Vesh 


Lisa Robertson, who was once my neighbour, and now lives in Haliburton, is 
the kind of friend every wooden nickel collector should have. She and her main squeeze 
spend many happy hours searching out flea markets, yard sales, etc. in search of items to 
satisfy their own interests. She never fails to inquire if they have any wooden nickels for 
sale. The responses she gets from this inquiry usually provide enough amusement to 
make it all worth while. Occasionally though, she will strike gold. Or should I say 
"wood"? 

This practice has netted her some very interesting woods, which, happily, she 
passes on to me. Last week she ran into a whole new twist. The flea market operator at 
the MacKenzie House in Kirkfield, Ont. was familiar with Lisa's frequent visits and 
proudly produced two wooden nickels. The operator made no qualms about the price, 
$5.00 each! Pretty steep, I thought, and silently hoped that Lisa didn't buy them. "They 
were made by some guy in West Guilford", the man touted. Yes, they turned out to be 
my issues, and needless to say, Lisa did not buy them. She felt that her claim to know the 
man who made them was received in disbelief. She departed which a chuckle. 

This is a very short but very true story. When first related to me I howled with 
laughter. The more | think of it though, I'm not sure whether I should feel amused, 
flattered, or insulted. Perhaps one day, when I pass through the town of Kirkfield with a 
carload of wooden nickels, I'll think of some way to challenge this situation. Watch for a 
sequel. 
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En route to the C.N.A. in Calgary this past July, Yvonne & I made several stops 
along our motor route. As planned, we stopped in Thunder Bay for a couple of days to 
visit with kith and kin. While there, I dropped in to the local newspaper office to chat 
with Howard Reid who has a daily column in the Thunder Bay Times Journal. It was my 
intention to drop off a Thunder Bay wood on his desk to patronize the 25 year 
anniversary, (see "Nickel's Worth", June '95). The interest aroused was beyond my 
expectations but much to my delight. Discussions, photographs, and __ later, 
correspondence, resulted in the article on the next page. While some inaccuracies exist, 
most are of a personal profile nature and of no concern to readers of Timber Talk. The 
mistakes are purely my fault anyway. I concentrated on providing information on 
wooden nickels and overlooked the fact that the column is entitled "PEOPLE". 
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This one’s 
worth a. 


wooden 
nickel 


Lou Vesh not only takes 
wooden nickels, the retired 
Mountie — as a hobby — makes 
wooden nickels. 

Driving through Thunder 
Bay last month, on his way to 
holidaying in the Canadian 
Rockies, Lou dropped into the 
newsroom and showed yours 
truly and district editor Gerry 
Poling, who sits next to me, his 
vast collection of wooden nick- 
els. 

“Some people collect 
stamps,” he says. “I make and 
trade wooden nickels.” A 
member of the Canadian 
Numismatic Association 
(CNA), the retired plain- 
sclothes officer was on his way 
to a CNA 


convention 


Lou gives 


‘coins. 


TIMBER TALK 


THE CHRONICLE-JOURNAL 


MONDAY,AUGUST 21, 1995 


in Calgary, 
Alta. 

O n 
Halloween, 


0 u t 
pumper- 
nickel nh 
wooden Vesh 
Having 

close to 6,000 wooden nickels, 
he has a coin for almost every 
occasion. 

He even made one for 
Thunder Bay’s silver jubilee 
(1970-1995) picturing our 
world-famous Sleeping Giant 
at peace in the harbor. 

One of Lou’s very own 


home-made wooden nickel’s is 


devoted to taxes. A flip side is 
printed showing Canadians 
paying a federal income tax, 
gasoline tax, surtax, import 
tax, excise tax, property tax, 
school tax, plus the hated PST 
and more hated GST, Says the 
front of the coin, “after taxes 
this is all I have left, a wooden 
nickel.” 

Newest addition in the Lou 
Vesh collection of wooden 
nickels is dated 1994-95. The 
wording in large letters is “I 
survived Haliburton County’s 
coldest winter in 75 years.” 

In the hospitality industry 
tip means “to improve prompt- 
ness.” If Lou Vesh, and party, 
receive poor service he leaves 
a tip — a wooden nickel stating, 
“This coin matches the value 
of your service.” 

So what do you call a wooden 
nickel made from pine? Lou 
calls it a pine penny. 
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“Maple is the toughest for 
making wooden nickels,” Lou 


.told PEOPLE. He has all types 


of dyes to make his collection 
of wooden nickels both color- 
ful and interesting. 

Some booths at craft shows 
today feature wooden nickels 
for trade. He especially 
enjoyed a Chicago 1991 coin 
convention. The place was 
loaded with wooden nickels of 
all types and for all occasions. 

Lou grew up in Murillo, 
attended Port . Arthur 
Collegiate Institute and left 
the Lakehead in the 1950s seek- 
ing a career in the RCMP. He 
was a plainclothes Mountie, 
based, in Toronto, for many 
years. 

On retiring from the federal 
force, Lou moved out of 
Toronto and today makes his 
home in the tourist-rich area 
of the Muskoka Lakes, north 
of the provincial capital. He 
and his wife enjoy the peace 
and quiet of that area of the 


province, escaping the noise 


and crime of Toronto. 

On returning from vacation 
to his eastern Ontario home 
Lou wrote, “I did some digging - 
into my boxes of wooden nick- 
els. I was able to find three 
round “tuits.’ 

“They may create somewhat 
of a problem though. Now you 
won’t be able to say, “When I 
get around to it!’” 

Howard Reid is a staff 
writer. His column appears 
daily. To reach Howard, call 
343-6210. 
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& MACKLIN, Saskatchewan $1.00 Wooden Municipal Token: 
b\ Jerry Remick 
In 1994, the town of Macklin, situated in the central part of the province of 
Saskatchewan and very close to the Alberta border, issued an undated $1.00 1 1/2 
inch wooden municipal token valid at merchants in the town of 12,000 population. 
During 1994, the token was sold for $1.00 as a souvenir at the town's annual World 
Championship Bunnock tournament. More atk e 
woods were printed for the 1995 tournament held -~ ~ 
August 5th-7th. 

The 1 1/2 " wooden municipal token is 
printed in blue ink. It is undated and has no expiry 
date. Twelve hundred were printed in 1994. The 
reverse side is very simply designed, showing, 
from top to bottom: " B-ONE, $, DOLLAR '". A 
bone is pictured in the center of the obverse side blue blue 
with "WORLD" at the left and "CHALLENGE" at 
the right. "NO BONES ABOUT IT" is printed near the top. "BUNNOCK / MACKLIN, 
SASK." is at the bottom. 

A specimen of this token is available to collectors for $1.00 each plus $1.00 

4 postage by writing Ron Rogal, 314 Trent Court, Saskatoon, Sask., Can. S7H 4V5. 

WHAT IS BUNNOCK?_ The game.of Bunnock consists of 52 bones. The 
eight heaviest are marked as throwers, while four more are marked as guards. The 
rest are ordinary soldiers. The guards and soldiers are equally divided, then set on 
level ground in two straight lines, ten meters apart. Two teams of 4 players each, try 
to knock down the opposing team's bones with the throwers. The guards must be 
knocked down first. The team which knocks down their opponent's bones first is 
declared the winner.The game originally used bones of dead horses and was 


developed in the early 1800's by Russian soldiers posted in Siberia. 
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FROM NORM BELSTEN 37 NEAMES CRES. DOWNSVIEW, ONT. M3L1K8 


HELP: while in Calgary, Alberta, during the C.N.A. convention, several people 
asked me about various woods, the catalogue on Canadian Wooden Money Tokens, 
souvenirs, and the supplements. Unfortunately, the book, where | was keeping this 
information, was lost. If you had requested woods, information, catalogue or 
supplements, please drop me a line. At present, the catalogue and two supplements are 

He vailable. The next supplement is planned for release at the ONTARIO NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION CONVENTION on April 19 to 21st in 1996. 
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PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. SPRUCE DOLLAR by Jerry Remick 


The 1995 Spruce Dollar municipal token (3 1/4 inches in diameter), issued 
by the Prince George Chamber of Commerce, is now available at $2.00 (face 
value) plus $1.50 postage and handling. It can be obtained from the Prince 
George Chamber of Commerce, 770 Brunswick Street, Prince George, B.C., 
Canada, V2L 2C2. The telephone number is (604) 562 2454. Seven hundred 1995 
wooden Spruce Dollars were printed and no more will be printed. 

The obverse side of the wood, printed in blue ink, has as its theme "Canada 
Remembers", referring to World War II ending in 1945. Printing on this side 
indicates that this is a true municipal token with a value of $2.00 in merchandise 
at participating merchants in Prince George until it expires on Dec. 31, 1995. 

The reverse side, printed in green ink, shows an outline map of British 
Columbia province, locating Prince George in about the center of the province. 
The town's motto ” The Western White Spruce Capital Of The World "is printed at 
the bottom. 
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Canada Post hit us with a postal increase of two cents as of Aug. 1st 1995. 
Has anyone noticed what has happened to the price of paper over the last few 
months? It has almost doubled. 


